[LORD’S PRAYER

Matthew 6:9-13






oDear /Z;iends,

we live in a troubled time, daily bom-
barded with media reports of terrible
global events. Our preoccupation with
them leads to less time for prayer. How-
ever, prayer is a unique opportunity for
a Christian to commune with his Cre-
ator.

The text of the Lord's Prayer is unique
in that its Author was not only human,
but God Himself. Jesus Christ gave us
the Lord's Prayer to show us what our
fellowship with Him should be.

The text of the Lord's Prayer
(Matthew 6:9-13 and Luke 11:2-4) con-
tains six requests addressed to the
Heavenly Father. The first three re-
quests are about God's glory. The
following ones are about our daily
needs.

We have programmed our prayer week
at the beginning of 2024 so that it will
promote our reverent study of every de-
tail of the Lord's Prayer. Let us strive to
make our personal lives consistent with
its content. May this prayer teach us
how to pray correctly for our families,
our Christian communities, our country,
and bring us into communion with its
Author, our Lord Jesus Christ.

/’(ission /riedensBote



,Our Father who is in heaven,
Hallowed be Your name." Mtt. 6:9

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD

= forthe precious privilege of addressing Him,
the almighty Creator of heaven and earth, as
"Abba, Father" (rom. 8:15: Gal. 4:6:1n. 3:1);

= forthe intimate fellowship with Him through
Jesus Christ and the sanctification that is ac-
complished in Us (Heb. 10:10; 1Jn. 17: 2 Thess. 2:13);

= for the right at any time to turn to Him in
prayer simply as children to a loving father
(Heb. 10:19; Jn. 4:23; Prov. 15:29).

WE PRAY TO GOD

= that we may continually grow in the under-
standing of His holiness (Lev. 19:2: 20:2¢; Rev. 4:8);

= that His church may be sanctified through
the truth of His Word un. 17:17 Eph. 5:26; 1 Thess. 4:7:
2 Peter 3:14; 1 Peter 1:14-16);

= that our hearts may change and grow in
love for Him Matt. 22:37);

= thaot He would teach us to treasure our lo-
cal church, help us grow in unity and service
to Him, and be "burning lights" to the world
(1 Cor. 1:10; Jn. 17:21: 1 Tim. 3:15).



. Your kihgdom come." Mtt. 6:10

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD

= forthe fact that today, through Jesus Christ, en-
trance to His heavenly kingdom is open to every-
ONe (Matt. 4:17; Rom. 10:9; Heb. 3:15; Luke 14:21; 1 Cor. 1:26-27);

= for His control over the course of history despite
the wars and crises that occur (is. 40:23-24; Deut. 32:39;
Dan. 4:31b-32);

= for His coming, unshakable, invincible kingdom
(1Chron. 29:11; Rev. 1:8; Rev. 22:20; Heb. 12:28).

WE PRAY TO GOD

= that He would help us to be salt, light, and a fra-
grance to a lost world (matt. 5:13-14; 2 Cor. 2:15);

= about preserving and spreading the sound Bib-
lical doctrine with wisdom and steadfastness, re-
gardless of the spirit of the age and generation-
al change (through preachers, teachers, leaders,
missionaries, etc.) @ Thess. 3:1:1Tim. 4:16; 2 Tim. 2:2: 2 Tim. 4:2-3);

= for dedicated laborers involved in planting new
churches in our country and around the world
(Rom. 15:20-21; Rom. 10:15);

= for God-fearing translators who translate the Bi-
ble into the languages of nations not yet reached
by the Good News, thus helping to spread the
Gospel (Mark 16:15; Luke 24:46-48);

= about the awakening of the nation of Israel and
their turning to Jesus Christ as Messiah (rom. 11:25-27);
= for those Christians throughout the world who
are enduring persecution (i peter 3:14; 4:13; 5:8-9; Phil. 1:12-14;
Jn. 16:33).



. Your will be done, on earth
asitisin heaven. " Mtt. 6:10

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD

= thot His ways and thoughts are higher than
our most ingenious plans and ideas (s. 55:8-9;
Rom. 11:33-36);

= forthefactthatHiswill forusisalways"good,
acceptable, and perfect” (rom. 12:2: ps. 24:4-5);

= for the fact that His will is available and cle-
arly revealed to us in the Holy Scriptures, the
Bible (ps. 24:14; Amos 3:7; Jn. 15:15; Acts 20:27).

WE PRAY TO GOD

= that He will transform our thinking into the
"mind of Christ" so that we understand and
love God's Will (1 cor. 2:16; 1 Peter 1:14-15; 4:1-2: Rom. 12:2);

= that He will help us to do His will daily in our
families and in the church @un. 2:15-17: col. 2:6-8);

= that He will give us the ability to see His help
in every circumstance and to remain faithful
to Him (Heb. 11:27: 2 Cor. 4:17-18; Acts 2:25);

= for wisdom in understanding His will in all
situations of life and for humility in following
Him (Mark 14:36; Mark 8:34).



,Give us this day our daily bread." Mtt. 6:11

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD

= for He gives us not only everything we
need for godliness, but also material bless-
ings - food, clothing, shelter, work, health, etc.
(Matt. 6:26; 2 Peter 1:3; Eccl. 3:13; Eph. 1:3);

= for the fact that we can always rely on His dai-
ly, Fatherly care for us (Matt. 6:25-34; Eccl. 2:24; Rom. 8:32);
= for wisely allowing not only days of prosper-
ity but also calamities in our lives, teaching us
through these to recognize and appreciate our
dependence on HimM (eccl. 7:14; Deut. 8:3:1Sam. 2:6-9).

WE PRAY TO GOD

= that He would deliver us from covetousness
and its attendant temptations, and that we
would be wise to live holy and contented with
what He has given us (1 7im. 6:6-9; Heb. 13:5; Acts 20:35);

= that our hearts would not cling to material
things and comforts, but would see the highest
value in the knowledge of Jesus Christ (prov. 30:8-9;
Phil. 3:8; Heb. 11:25-26);

= that He would open our hearts to participate
in the needs of widows, orphans, and refugees
affected by war and disaster pomes 1:27; Deut. 24:19);

= that He will also provide for us in the new year
(Phil. 4:19; Ps. 103:27-28).



#
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,And forgive us our debts,
as we also have forgiven our debtors." Mtt. 6:12

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD

= for His mercy, for His forgiveness of sins
and cleansing us from all unrighteousness
(1Jn. 1:9; Lam. 3:22-23);

= for His love that is independent of our char-
acter, background, and circumstances (Heb. :11-
20; Deut. 7:9; Titus 1:2; Eph. 2:4-7);

= for those around us: family, church, rela-
tives, friends, coworkers (Matt. 5:45; 1 peter 3:8; 2 Cor. 3:2).

WE PRAY TO GOD

= that He would teach us to look at others
from His perspective and serve them in a spirit
of love (1sam. 16:7b; In. 7:24; Heb. 4:14-15; Luke 6:35-36);

= that He would give us wisdom in our rela-
tionships with others to be true peacemakers
(Matt. 5:9; Heb. 12:14);

» that His Word will help us recognize our mis-
takes and we will be able to get rid of the "log
iNn our eye" (1n. 1:10; Luke 6:42);

= that He would empower us to sincerely ask
for forgiveness and wholeheartedly forgive
others (col. 3:13; Eph. 4:32; Luke 17:4);

= for the unbelieving members of our families
and our loved ones, that He may lead them
also to repentance (2 cor. 5:20).



Srotection /rom Cvil

.And do not lead us into temptation,
but deliver us from evil. " Mtt. 6:13

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD

= because He understands our condition in
times of temptation and helps us (Heb. 2118);

= that He is able to deliver us from tempta-
tions or gives us strength to endure them
(1Cor. 10:13; Heb. 4:16; 2 Peter 2:9a);

* because He is our intercessor and example
(Matt. 4:1-10; Heb. 7:25; 1Jn. 2:1; Luke 22:32).

WE PRAY TO GOD

= that He would teach us not to rely on our
own strength in temptations, but to realize our
total dependence on Him (1 cor. 10:12; Matt. 26:33-34, 41;
Prov. 16:17-18);

* that He would teach us to discern when to
flee from temptations and when to resist and
overcome them (i peter 2:11: 1 Cor. 6:18; Gen. 39:11-12; Eph. 6:16);
* that He would help us not to be a stumbling
block to our neighbor (Matt. 18:6-7: Rom. 14:13);

= about those who have been overcome by
temptation and have departed from Him
(Rev. 3:19;1Tim. 4:1);

= that He would keep His church from evil in
all its manifestations (false teachings, cooling
off, etc.) un. 17:15: 2 Thess. 3:3).



.For Yours is the kihgdom and
the power and the glory forever.
Amen." Mtt. 6:13

WE GIVE THANKS TO GOD

* because to Him belongs the kingdom, pow-
er, and glory forever (matt. 28:18: 1 Cor. 15:27; Dan. 7:14);

= for giving us the privilege of being partakers
of His kingdom both now and in eternity (epn. 2:6;
Rev. 5:10; 1 Peter 2:9);

= for giving us free access to the throne of His
grace (eph. 3:12; Rom. 5:1-2).

WE PRAY TO GOD

= that He would help us to wait prudently,
watchful in prayer, for the coming of His king-
dom (Phil. 3:20; 1 Cor. 7:29-31; 1 Peter 4:7);

* that He would help the church remain faith-
ful to Him @ thess. 5:1-1);

= that He would keep faith in us until He
COMES (1 Thess. 5:23-24;1Cor. 1:8-9);

= that He will help us to glorify Him in every
situation of life ¢ cor. 10:31: Eph. 1:5-6; Rom. 11:36);

= that in the new year He will help us to
connect all our plans and endeavors to the
spreading of the gospel on earth (col. 3:1-2:Eph. 2:10).



Personal

Notes & Prayer Requests
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1 THEss. 5:16-18
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